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| In which are ſome things bard to be Undey- 


ſtood, which they that are unlearned, and 
un#lable, Wreit, as they do alſo the other 
Scriptures, unto their on Deitrufion. 


12 He clearneſs of Scripture, in all 

SS points neceſſary to Sabuation, 
to all ſuch as ſincerely endea- 
vour to believe, and find out 
I the True Senſe thereof: as it 
is a principle which ſuits very well with the 
nature and defigne of a Rule; with the 
juſtice and goodneſs of God in propound- 
ing it as ſuch; and hath been urged with 
ſome ſucceſs againſt thoſe, who plead a ne- 
ceſſity of having One Supream infallible 
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Judge, to decide and determine all Contro- 


verfies, which ſhall happen to ariſe concern- 
ing that Faith which was once deliver'd to 
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minations, ſay they, ought to be Receiv'd, 
by all the Sons of the Church [for as much 


as the Church is the ſame in all Ages ] with 
equal Afſſent and Veneration with thoſe of 


the Apoſtles: And this to be the only ſure 
way, to keep the Unzty of the Faith, in the 
Bond of Peace. 

Whereby on the other hand 'cis ſaid, 
New Articles of Faith may be dayly im- 
poſed; the DoF#rines of men, pals for the 
(Commandments of God; and humane Inven- 
#0ns, receive the ſtamp, of Divine Autho- 
rit); whereby men ſeem-precluded the ge- 
nuine methods, of coming to the Know- 
ledge of the Truth, and- thoſe Precepts of 
of ſearching the Scriptures, ſeeking the King- 
dom of Heaven, trying the Spirits, are ren- 
dred IneffeQual ; whereby men are ſo far 
from being able to give an accormnt of their 
Faith, that their Underitandings are enſlav'd 
by a principle of blind Obedience; fo far 
from being led into the wayes of Religion, 


by, 


the Saints: Whoſe Deciſions and Deter- 
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by the cords of men, that they ſeem rather to! 
be driven like Beafts, and acted like Pup- 
pets, as 'tis phras'd by a late Author. 

As this Dofrine of the clearneſs of Scrip- 
ture, hath prov'd ſucceſsful to the beating; 
down the pretences to an abſolute Izfallibi- 
lity, and uncontroulable foveraignty over 
the Conſciences of men :; fo on the other 
hand bath it mightily embolden'd the Pa- 
zrons. of Liberty, not. only to deſpiſe theis. 
Eccleſiaſtical Superiors, to throw off all 
obedience to Chriſts Miniſters ; | Whom 
He, notwithſtanding, a little before his R e- 
turn to his Fathers. Court, for the further 
negotiating, and advancing the affairs of 
His Church, Anointed and. Ordain'd to 
perform the Apoſtolical Offices, of Preach- 
ing the Goſpel; Remitting Sins; Infliting 
Cenſures; Miniſterially. conferring the Holy 
Gbo#t; Deciding Controverſies, and Admi- 
niſftring the Sacraments in his ſtead, here on 
earth till. his ſecond coming | but likewiſe 


to invade their FunRion, uſurp their Sacred 
Call: 
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upon all Fleſh. The ſenſe of the Law that 
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Calling ; eſpecially that part of it which 
conſiſts in Preaching and Expounding the 
Word. . 

For, ſay they,ſince 'tis confeſs'd,the Scrip- 
tures are {ufficiently clear, to all unprejudi- 
ced minds, ſuch as are tree, from the clogs 
of Paſſion and Intereſt ; W hy ſhould theſe 
pretended Miniſters of Chriſt take ſo much 
upon them? Are not all the CongregationHoly, 
and Learned, as well as they? Arethey the 
only T emples of the Holy Ghoſt? And doth 
the Spirit of Propheſze refzde ſolely in their 


Brealts ? 


During the Diſpenſation of Moſes, *tis 


confeſs'd, there was a neceſſity of an Aaron ; 
all along under the legal occonomy , the 


Prieſts Lips did preſerve Knowledge; and 
likewiſe during the raign of the Prophets, 
there was an appropriate Miniſtry, But the 


caſe is quite different under the Goſpel,God 


having made clearer diſcoveries of himlelf, 


and poured out more liberally of his Spirit, 


was 


L5F 
was Doubttul, T ypical and Myſterious ; the 


Prophecies were induſtriouſly couch'd un- 
der dark Parables, and deliver'd in obſcure 
ſayings. But then the light, the glorious 
light of the Goſpel, as 'twas univerſal, 'twas 
likewiſe ſo clear, that any one who runs may 
read. Why then ſhould we not aſſert that 
Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us 
free? and ſince we have a Command, to: 
work out our own valvation, Why ſhould 
we pin our Faith upon other mens ſleeves ? 
Thus theſe men, under the goodly Pre- 
tences, of Christian Liberty, become enſlav'd 
to ſpiritual pride and conceitednels ; plead 
the Prerogative of the Coſpel, in prejudice 
of Chriſts own Embaſſadors ; urge,for their 
own privateConceptions,clearnels of Scrip- 
ture, to their own Contufion ; and pry ſo 
long into the DoGrines of Theology, till at 
length they light on thoſe hidden Myfterres, 
which they being Unlearned and Unſtable, 
Weſt, unto their own Deſtrugion. The- 
way thus prepar'd, my Text yet leads me in- 
to theſe following Conſiderations. 1.T has. 
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1. T hat the clearneſs of Scriptare doth no 
wayes leſſen the Authority, or take away the 
Neceſſity of Spiritual Guides. | 

2- That though the Scriptures be Clear in 
themſelves, yerprivate men, abandoning their 
Lawful Guides, and following their own'Cor- 
rupt Fancies, maydeprave and diſtort them to 
their own DeſtruFion. 

2. T hat for preventing Miſtakes from vi- 
frag, and ſuppreſſing Errors when 1iſen, "tis the 
duty of Private men to ſubmit their Judge- 
ments in matters of Religion, to the Determi- 
nations of thoſe whom God hath conflituted to 
be their Spiritual Guides and Governontrs ; 
unleſs it manifestly appear, that ſuch Deter- 
minations are contrary to Gods Word. 

I. Tbegin with the Firft, T hat the Clear- 
neſs of Scripture, &c. For, if the Scriptures 
be ſo Clear, and Self-evident,as is pretended, 
chen may men with greater ſecurity rely on 
the DireQions of their Guides ; and they 
have the leſs Reaſon to ſuſpe& their Con- 


duct thoſe things, whereinthey themlelves 


being 


5 . 


being Judges, they cannot be miſtaken, if 


they ſincerely attend them ; 'the clearnels 
of the Law is (o far from leſſening theAu- 
thority, that 1t rather conciliates reverence 


to the Judge. The Profeſſion of Phyſick 


doth nor therefore become uſeleſs, becauſe 
the Aphoriſms of Hippocrates, contain the 


neceſſary Rules for Health; and may be 
underſtood by thole who are capacitated, 
and will take the pains to do it. | 

TheScriptures they do clearly contain the 
Dofrines of Salvation: And one way, 


whereby Chrift prov'd himſelfthe true Melt- 


fias, was by anſwering that CharaQer, the 


Prophets had given of Him, that the Poor 
ſhould have the Goſpel Preached unto 
them, z. e. Men as of ſmall Capacities, and 
leſs Eſtates ſo of humble and teachable Dil- 
poſitions; men who were Poor in Spirit, as 
well as in Fortune: And the perfeQion of 
the Chriſtian Law conſiſts in this, that there- 
in God hath preſcribed a reaſonable ſervice. 
The Rules of Life, which are therein laid 

B down, 


down, arenot ſo much thepradutt 6f abfo: 
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late power, and ſoveraignty; as the Reſult 
of infinite Mercy and Goodneſs. And thele 
His Attributes ſ&d Him to conſult the 


wants, and commilſerate the Neceſlities of iq 


the meaneſt of Mankind : And therefore, 
as when He took upon Him to deliver Man, 
He did not abhor the Virgins Womb; and 
that He might become a Sacrifice for Sin, 
was content to be diſ-array'd of His own E- 
ternal Glory, to take upon Him the Form 
of a Servant, and to humble Himſelf to the 
Death, theſhameful Death of the Croſs : ſo 
likewiſe when He took upon Him the Office 
of a Teacher, by a wonderful Condeſcent, 
He accommodated His DoFrines to the rea- 
fon, & humane Aﬀe&ions of His Auditors. 
His Laws obtain'd as much by their ſuita- 


bleneſs to our natures, as the Authority of 


the Speaker. When He preach'd His Divine 


Sermon to the Multitude, He did not Amuſe 
them, with Myſtical Theology, or torture 
their Underſtandings with profound Sub- 


tilties ; 


_ 
tilties ; butas He was the Brightneſs of His 
Fathers Glory, arid the expreſs Image of His 
Perſon; ſo He declar'd the Law of God, 
in a moſt Plain and Peripicuous manner. 

Mahomet indeed, that grand Impoſtor, 
was well Advis'd, to Pen his Alcoran in 
{ſwelling W ords, and myſtical Phraſes; and 
as in ſome things to Reſtrain, ſo in others 
to Indulge the ſenſual Appetite: For by 
this Stratagem , that ſottiſh People with 
whom he had to do, were content to part 
with their natural Right, to gain an Unlaw- 
ful Freedom, and to Admire what they 
were never like to Underſtand. 

But our new andperfe&t L aw giver Chriſt 
Zeſus, having no other defign but the Salva- 
tion of Souls,and being every wayAdorn'd 
for ſo noble a Purpoſe; though He made the 
Gate Narrow, and the Path Strait ; yet He 
bath Promiſed it ſhall be Open'd to all that 
Knock; and none, unleſs Wilfully, need 
Miſtake the V Vay which leads to Eternal 


_ Lite. 
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Bat then, becauſe He knew, there was no: 
Rule ſo plain, but it might be Miſtaken; no 
Precept lo clear, but it might be Perverted; 
no Dofrine fo pure, but it might be (, orrup- 
ted: Becauſe He foreſaw there would ariſe 
falſe Prophets, and falſe Teachers, whoſe 
buſineſs it. would be to Seduce the Jpnorant, 
and Debauch the Credulouws: Becauſe He 
foreſaw a perp:tual Succeſſion of.Gnoſtichs, 
who, in all Ages, would ſet up the Dagoz of 
their own laſcivious Fancies, in oppoſition 
to the Ark of His Covenant; and beſo au- 
dacious, as even to confront Divine R eve- 
lations, with carnal reaſoning : therefore to 
obviate, and prevent, the miſchiets of ſuch 
grievous Wolves ; before He took His Jour. 
ney into his far Country, out of a tender 
care of that Flock, which He had purchas'd 
with his Blood, He appointed Overſeers, and 
Paitors of His Flock; committed to them, 
and them only,the care of Feeding-his Flack ; 
amplified their Commiſſion with the like Au- 
thority, which he had receiv'd from his Fa- 
; ther; . 


Y 
ther ; promis'd.to be with them unto the 
End of the World; and to affiſt them with 
that Spirit, which ſhould guide them into 
all Truth, 

If then the Scriptures be ſo Clear,as to be 
underſtoodeven by the/Mrlittude,then much 
more by the Diſciples in general : If by the 
Diſciples in general, much more by the Col- 
lege of the Apoſtles, who were His ſpecial Fa- 
vourites, and of his Cabinet - Council: If 
the Nations, to whom theſe Miniſters in 
Chief, and Plenepotentiaries for Chriſt; 
made known the Wil} of God, were through- 
ly inſtructed for the Kingdom of Heaven; 
then much more both They, and I heir Suc- 
ceſſors, upon whom they, .in obedience to 
their Maſters Command, conferr'd the ſame 
Paſtoral power which they had receiv'd from 
Him. 

The Clearnels then of Scripture, cannot. 
realonably be urg'd, in Prejudice of Chrifts 
Miniſters; for, whatſoever is from hence al 
{edg'd, in favour of the People, the advan: 
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tage wil) be ſtill greater on their fide. Thus 
hath God promis'd the Aſfiſtance of 
his Spirit to all private men, who fincerely 
endeayour to find out the 'I ruth ; then much 
kſs will He be wanting to the Governors of 
his Church, to whom He hath committed 
the care of the Souls of thoſe private men, 
and given power even to confer the Holy 
Ghoſt. Are the Scriptures clear to them, 
much more to thoſe, whom the Son of God 
hath fignaliz'd, and ſet apart for the Lights 
of the World? Two T hings are uſually 
brought to hinder this Procedure : Either, 
that thoſe Promiſes of Aſſiſtance Were made only 
to the Apoſtles ; or elſe that they depend on the 
conditioned Righteouſneſs of Men. W here, 
by the way, it may be Obſerv'd, that by the 
Firſt of theſe, the Claim of the People is ut- 

terly cut off; and by the Second, they have 

_ as ſmall Advantage. 

But they who argue thus, might do well 
to conſider, that this Objetion may ſtrike 
at the very Foundation of the Faith, For, if 

| thoſe 
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choſe promiſes of Aſſiſtance; which Chrift 
made to His Church be Hypothecal; if they 
depend on the Performance of Men, then 
may the Foundation T otter, the Gates of 
Hell prevail, Chriitianity decay, and the 
Goſpel it {elt be loſt out of the World, be- 
fore the End thereof, notwithſtanding all 
Chriſts fair Promiſes to the Contrary. If 
they had been confin'd only to the Apoſtles, 
- its Chriſtian Religion had not long ſurviy'd 
the Author; every Martyrdom of an Apo- 
ſtle, had pull'd down a Pillar of the Church, 
and by conſequence,the whole Fabrick muſt 
have fallen to the ground in the very firſt 
Century of our Lord. | 
_ Happy indeed had it been tor Chriſten-- 
dom, that the Imperiouſneſs of ſome Mo- 
dern Biſhops of Rome had not brought an: 
Odium, though unjuſtly, upon Epiſcopacy 
in general, that their too much Lording it 
over the Flock, had not given Advantage 
to the Enemies of Church- Authority, and 
their Challenging to themſelves at leaſt an: 


indi- 
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indire& Power in Temporals, had not A- 


larm'd the Kings of the Earth, to ſtandup, 
and take Counſel how they might Deſtroy 
ſo dangerous an Tſarpation of the pretended 
Vicegerent of the Lords Anointed. 

Happy had it been, if for the Support of 
their Secular Greatneſs, they had not 
Wreſted the Scriptures to countenance 
ſuch DoFrines, as have no clear and ſolid 
foundation therein; and that under pre- 
tence of making the Church all Glorious 
Within, Her Governours all Trium- 
phant Withour, they had not detac'd Her 
Innocent Bearty,/ and made Her Militant 
in the worſt of Senſes. 

However, they can no way be Exculed, 
who think they can never be Secure from 
Papal Supremacy, but by Demoliſhing the 
Ewvangelical Hierarchy, and introducing a 
Presbyrterial Parity into the Catholick 
Church; and to avoid the Neceſlity of ha- 
ving an Infalltble Judge, leaving every pri- 
vate prepoſſeſſed Fancy to the Perſpicuity 
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of Scripture, whereby men are often bewil- 
dred in a Labyrinth of Errors, ſeduc'd into 
thoſe by-paths which lead to the Pit of De- 
| firufion : For, notwithſtanding that Beam 
of Divine Light, which ſhines ſo Bright mn 
the Scriptures, it ſeems ſome men have Eyes 
either ſo weak as to be dazled at the ſight 
of it, or elſe ſo blind with Pride or Malice, 
asnot to perceive it: For, St. Peter tells 
us, there are in the Scriptures, ſome things 
hard to: be Underſtood, which unlearned 
and unſtable men W reſt, unto their own 
Deſtruction: And therefore the Unlearned 
ſhould do well to conſult their Teachers ; 
the Unſtable, thoſe that are ſound in the 
Faith ; which brings me to my ſecond ge- 
neral Conſideration. T hat though the Scrip- 
tures be clear in themſelves, yet Private men, 
abandoning their Guides, and following their 
own corrupt F ancies, may deprave and diſtort 
. them to their own deſtrufion. | 

Who thoſe Wreſters were, or what 
thoſe worinme are, wherewith St. Peter char- 
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aeth.the-Epiſtles of His beloved Brother 
Paul, I ſhall not ſtrialy enquire; the Apo- 
ſtle having paſs'd them over in a profound 
filence, it will be difficult at this diſtance of 
time exaRly to define ; yet 'tis not impro- 
bable, that either the Groftick, or Cerint hian 
Fereticks, were here chicfly aim'd at, who. 
upon a miſtake of ſome PrediQions, became 
the Founders of a Temporal Dominion of 
Chriſt after His ReſurreQion ; wherein His 
Followers in their New Fersſalem, ſhould 
wallow in ſenſual Luſts and Pleaſures, ſpend 
the ſpace of a T houſand Years, asin a Nup- 
tial Feſtivity, and enjoy the all that isin the 
World; the Luſts of the Fleſh, the Luſts 
ofthe Eye, and the Pride of Life, in as am- 
ple and exquiſite a manner, as the moſt Epj- 
curean ſou] could effe& or covet: A fancy, 
in its firſt original, meerly Jewiſh; after- 
wards entertain'd by ſome Judaizing Chri- 
ſtians ; and finally, rather reQified than a-. 
bandon'd, by ſome of the Fathers in the Pri- 
mitive times. - And if thoſe ſublime Wits, 
J- who 
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who had all the Learning which either Fer 
ſalem, Athens, or Rome, could Boaſt; were 
never leſs Miſtaken in their Expoſitions, of 
ſome abſtraſe Texts of Scripture [whilſt 
they deliver'd their Opinions but as private 
DoRors | what wonder if the unlearned, 
and unſtable, W reſt, them to their own De- 

ſtrugion? 
That they have, de fa&o, done this, is 
manifeſt, fince 'twill be hard to inſtance in 
any one Gentary, which is not either charge- 
able with new Hereſtes, or thereviving and 
improving of Old. And the moſt extrava- 
gant Opinions, whichever yet ſaw the light, 
have ſtill ſhrouded themſelves under the Pa- 
tronage of Holy Writ, What ſhall we lay 
then, ſhall we condemn the Scriptures of 
Sin? Shall we ſay, That the Scriptures are 
of themſelves either produQtive of Error, or 
not a ſufhicient ſtore-houle of Truth ? God 
forbid. The Scriptures are Holy, Juft, and 
Good, but private men W reſt them to their 
own Deſtrution. And this they do, firſt, 
| | C 2 By 
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By their Ignorance ; Secondly, By their In- 
ability. | 
[ Firſt, by their [pnorance : where it will 
be preſently Objefted, that Ignorance is {o 
far from being a cauſe of Error, or impiety, 
that, in a ſober ſence, 'tis truly the Mother of 
Devotion, The Wiſdom of this World, 
is given in by T ertullian, asthe prime Cauſe 
of Herefie ; None were greater T ormentors 
of the Scriptures than the Phyloſophers ; 
for which Reaſon they are Branded by the 
ſame Author, with the Title of Arch-Here- 
ticks : Particularly the-Valentinian Herejie, 
concerning the portentous production of 
the Gods, comes from the Platonists ; Mar- 
cious Unconcern'd, and Lazy God, was firſt 
ſet up by the Srorcks; the mortality of the 
Soul was the Dodrine of the Epicureans ; 
the Impoſſibility of the ReſarreFion of the 
Fleſh, of the whole ſtream of Phylofo- 
hers. | 
f 'TheApoſtles tells us, Not many Mighty, 
not miny Wiſe, not many Noble, were 


Choſen: 
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Choſen: Cautions his Proſelytes againſt 
Philoſophy and vain Deceit, and concludes 
the Wiſdom of this World, Fooliſhnels 
with God. W heretore, by 4a, Vnlearned, 
in this place, we are not to underſtand Ideors, 
and thoſe who never knew Letters ; but we 
muſt underſtand thoſe who will not be In- 
ſtructed by the Mifters of Divine Wiſdom, 
the Nolentes diſcere, thole who retuſe to hear 
the Church of the Living God, which alone is 
the Pillar and Fondation of Truth. Ando 
their Learning, like Fulians, only qualifies 
them, to deride the Docrines of a Crucifi- 
ed God, and by their Wiſdom they become 
the more formidable Enemies of Chriſt's 
Kingdom, | 

T hus, it Lucifer, the Son of the Morn- 
ing, fallfrom his Allegiance, whole L egions 
of the Heavenly Hoſt are involv'd in the Re- 
bellion, T hat Hereſfie ſpreads like the Con- 
tigion of a Leproſy, which hath an Arrins 
tor its Founder, and a (, o»ftantins for-its 
Promoter : And the Mabumetan Religion 
owes 


[0] 
owes as well its monſtrous Birth, as its fatal 
Encreaſe to the Malice and Cunning of an 
Apoſtate Few, and a Reneyado Chriſtian. 
And to give but one in{t:nce more, but of 
2a far more Modern Date, and therefore of |. 
\more Dangerous conſequence ; That un- | 


happy man Socinws, a.perion otherwiſe of 


ſingular Wir and Learning; but being in 


this ſenſe unlearned, 7.e. Having entertain'd 


:fo ſlender a Notion of the Church, as to date | 
a general DefeQion from the very Deaths : 
.of the Apoſtles; upon this Perfwafton, 
thought it not Robbery, to make himſelf e- 

-qual to the moſt Oecumenical Councils, to | 
.contradid the moſt receiv'd DoFrines of the S ; 
Church; and from this Contempt of his ; 
Mother, to proceed to that daring pitch of 
Impiety, as to deny even the Lord that 

Bought him : ſo dangerousis it for private 

men, to rely ſolely upon the perſpicuity of 
Scripture, or to meaſure the -4 of the In- 
carnation of the Godhead, his Conſubſtan- 

tiality with the Father, by the ſcantling of 


Hu 
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Humane Reaſon. Cedat currofitas fidei, glo-- 
ria ſaluti, was the Advice of as great a Wit 
as any Age hath bred. Our Curiofity muſt 
give place to our Faith ; the thirſt of Tem- 
poral Glory, to the benefits of Eternal Sal- 
vation. | 

'Tis true, by our Reaſon, we are firſt 
diſpos'd to be Chriſtians ; for no Creature, 
beneath the Rational], is capable of Divine 
Revelation ; but when once we have given 
up our Names toChriſt, '*tis by our Faith | 
we are Saved: but if we Aſſnt to no 
Dodtrines, but ſuch as our Reaſon tully 
Comprehends, this is no longer Faith, but- 
Science; and ſo we may continue Infidells, 
whilſt we go under the Notion of Chri- 
ſtians. 

And, fince We live in ſuch a Knowing 
Age, wherein all captivating the Under-. 
ſtanding, though it be to the Obedience of 
Faith, is made the ſubje& of Grievance 
and Complaint : And that we have to deal] 
with men of ſuch a ſceptical Genius, as that 
: they, 
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they do not only enquire into the Grounds 
and Reaſons of our Faith, but moreover: 
deny our very Creed ; with whom a T reatiſe 
of Humane Reaſon is of more Force, than 
the Revelation of St. Fohn the Divine. To 
the Conſideration of theſe Men, I offer 
T wo Things which I judge molt proper. 

I. Firſt, the Anſwer which Origen made 
to Celſus, when 'twas objected by that Ca- 
Iamniator againſt the Chriſtians, that their 
Religion was built on a very ſandy Foun- 
dation, which durſt not undergo the Teſt 
of Reaſon, but command:d its Converts 
not to Examine, but Pelieye,and their Faith 
ſhould Save them. In part he owns the Ob- 
jection, but wiſely Retorts it upon his Ad- 
verſary, by telling him, that the Phzloſophers 
were the greateſt Difators. in the World: 
Witneſs the Ipſe dixrt of Phythagoras, that 
their Syſtems contain'd ſome ſuch ſe- 
cret Dogmata, which their Diſciples ſwal- 
lowed ſolely upon the Credit of their Ma- 
ſters. And if the Maſters of the Wiſdom of 


this 
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this World | which is either Fooliſhnefs, or 
at beſt, but Sczence, faſly ſo called | required 
ſogreat ſubmifſion from their Scholars, how 
much greater is to be given to thoſe Do- 
arines which are contain'd in the Writings 
of the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, who were 
T aught of God, and ſpake as they were inſpi 
red by the Holy Ghoſt ? 

[I. Secondly, 1 urge the Authority of 
my Lord Bacon, whole, if any, me thinks 
ſhould be admitted by theſe Virtmoſt in Re- 
| ligion; The Divine Prerogative, faith he, 
extends it ſelf to the Whole Man; and re- 
quires not only Obedience from our Wills, 
bur Submiſeon from our Underſtandings. 
And therefore, as we are bound to Obey 
the Divine Law, though our W ills reluQ 
never fo much againſt it; ſoare we obliged 
to believe whatſoever God hath Reveal'd, 
though never ſo improbable to our under- 
ſtandings : For it we belteye no more than 
what we can demonſtrate to be true, we do 


not believe the Truth deliver'd for the Au- 
D _ tho 
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thors ſake,but-the Author for the Truths ſake; 
and fo we pay no more Reſpe& to the Ora- 
clesof God, than we do to the Writings of 
Men, though never ſo much Suſpeted by 
us. The Faith which Juſtified Abraham, 
was converſant in a matter incredible to 
Reaſon : And therefore, the higher the Ay- 
Peries of Religion are above our Reaſon, the 
oreater is the exerciſe and tryumph of our 
Faith, & the Honour done unto God in Be- 
lieving, To conclude this Point,Great is the 
uſe of Reaſon inReligion,both as to the man- 
ner of interpreting the Scriptures, & the de- 
ducing true conſequences, and wholeſome 
concluſions from thence; and if it be wholly 
ſuppreſsd, our Religion will degenerate in- 
to Superſtition ; we ſhall be {o far from pay- 
ing God a Regſonable Service, that we ſhall 
ofter Him the Sacrifice of Fools. But then it 
muſt be kept toa due temper ; tor, it be not 
managed by prudent Gu1des,'tis apt to grow 


Wild, and Extravagant, to hurry us on toa 


Belicfof the Fowleſt Impoſttres, to a Pradliſe. 
_ of 
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of the Groſſeſt Impieties, which (either the 
prevalency of the World, the-domineering 
enmity of the Fleſh,or the implacable malice 
-of Satan, can.propound to be Believed or 
'  Pradtisd. = | 
[I. TheſecondReaſon of Private Mens 
falling into Error, is their Inftability in not 
adhering to their Guides; but forſaking them 
to go altray in the intricate paths of Error 
and Deceit. Hereſie being nothing elſe but 
an Exciſion from, and Dilobedience to the 
Church in points of Faith. And therefore 
the Apoſtle pronounceth an Heretick Self 
Condemned; one who hath Wantonly cho- 
ſen to himſelf thoſe Opinions : for an Obſti- 
nate Defence whereof, atter full and plain 
means of ConviRion, he juſtly falls under 
the Cenſures of the Church, is Excommuni- 
cated the Aſſembly of the Saints; & ſo with- 
outRepentance & R econciliation continues in 
a very dangerous eſtate, it that of Heatbens 
and Publicans be acknowledg'd ſuch. 
Not in Vain then are thole frequent Cau- 
D2 tions 
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tions againſt Falling Away, thoſe repeated 
Admonitions to Perſeverance, thoſe earneſt 
Exhortations to hold faſt the Prok ſion, and 
contend for the Faith which, was once Deli- 
ver'd; thoſe ſo much inculcated Commands 
of Obeying thoſe wloare ſet Overus in the 
Lord, Heb. 13. v. 7. Remember them which 
have the Rule over you, who bave ſpoken unto 
you the Word of God, whoſe Faith follow. 
Ver. 17. Obey them. that baze the Rule over 
Jou,and ſubmit your ſelves, for theyWatch for 
your Souls, For in Vain may thoſe men com: 
mit themſelves to the immediate Aſſiſtance 
of God, who negle& to hear his Gaides; and 
violate His Commandments, in: hopes to 
procure-His help & favour : For, from that 
very moment of time, they ceaſe to be Mem: 
bers of the Holy Catholick Church, they are 
become Out-lawries in a Goſpel-ſenſe, they 
have loſt theProte&:on of theHeavenlyKing, 
and'they lay under the Deprivation of the 
benefits belonging to theSubjeRs of thar Fe- 
rMſalem which is Above. 

And 


; & 
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And what wonder, if being in this forlorn 
condition the Tempter take his advantage, 
lead them into the Wilderneſs, and there 
preſent to their diſturb'd fancies falſe ſchemes 
of Religion, ſuggeſt unworthy apprehen- 
fions of God ; and whatſoever is by. him 
thus ſuggeſted, isby them miſtaken for new 


light and holy inſpirations. 


And becaule this ſpirit of deluſion dares 
put forth, among Chriſtians, no DoQtines 
but ſuch as pretend to be founded on the 
Scr:-ptures : to this purpoſe they are wreited 
and tortur d, their ſcope is miſtaken; their ſenſe 
abuſed, their Periods miſerably mangled, 


their whole deſign perverted to countenance 
every Wild Opinion,which either a capricious 


fancy can imagine, or a Malicions Wit in- 
_ vent. And from hence it comes to pals, that 
we have as many leveral ſorts of Chriſtians 


as there are different. humours. or Intereſts 
of men ; & the Goſpel with Sr. Paxl, though 
in a quite contrary ſenſe,is become all things 


unto all men. 
And. 
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And having made thus bold with the 
Seriptures, it cannot be expected that they 
ſhould deal more modeſtly with any autho- 
rity inferior to that; the moſt ancient Tra- 
ditions muſt now give place to new diſco- 
veries. The Conſent of the Catholick'A- 
poſtolick Church be borne down by the 
Di#ates of a private, I might ſay, familiar 
ſpirit. Whereas there isall the reaſon in 
the World to believe that the Apoſtles beſt 
knew the mind of their Maſter, that they 
faichtully & fully communicated their know- 
ledgeto their ſucceſſors,& ſo by certain ſteps 
and degrees we may arriveat thisfundamen- 
tal truth, That as the Church is the mof 
faithfull Keeper, ſo the moſt authentic Ex- 
poſitor of Scripture. Which fairly uſhers in 
my third and laſt Conſideration. T hat for the 
preventing Miſtakes from Riſing , and ſup- 
preſſing Errors when Riſen, "Tis the duty of 
Private Men to ſubmit their Fudgements, in 
matters of R eligion, to the Determinations of 
thoſe whom God hath ( onftituted to be. their 
| Spiritual 
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Sprritual Guides and Governours; Unleſs it 
manifeitly Appear, that ſuch Determinations 
are contrary to Gods Weord. And this I ſhall 
alſert very briefly both from the qualificati- 
ons of the Perlons who are appointed to 
Rule in the Church, and the Reaſon of the 
thing. 

I. And that which firſt entitles the Gover- 
nors of the Church to a ſuperiority over their 
Subjefs, 1s that ſpecial Ordination and Comiſ- 
fron, which they havereceiv'd from Chriſt, 
toinſtra&theW orldin all neceſſary Truths, 
and that Charge which he hath laid upon 0- 
thers to obey them, If any one liſteth to ſee 
their Commiſſion, He may find it recorded 
in any of the four Evangeliſts, I ſhall ex- 
hibit it, as 'tis exemplified 28 Mat. 18, 19, 
20. Verles. And Feſits came and ſpake unto 
them, ſaying, All power is gtven, to me in 
Heaven, and Earth: Go ye therefore, and. 
T each all Nations, T eaching them to obſerve 
all things whatſoever I have Commanded 
you: And bo, I am with You alwayes un- 
| t0-- 
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to the end of the World. In which words 
| there are theſe T hree Things conſiderable: 
x. That Chriſt commiſſon'd His Dilci- 
ples' immediately after He had proclaind 
Himſelf Omnipotent. 2. That this Com- 
miſſion implies it to be Chriſts Will, that 
all Nations of the World ſhould Obey 
chem. 9. That He promiſed to be with 
Them and their Succefſors, unto. the end 
of the World. And there cannot be a 
fuller inſtance, of the Perverfneſs of ſome 
Men, who to evacuate and overthrow 
the Authority of the preſent Church, will 
needs confine wine # «6 tOfome periodof 
time, ſhort of the final diſſolution of all things, 
when time ſhall be ſwallow'd up of Eternity; 
if not contrary to the Grammatical ſenſe of 
the Word, yet atleaſt to the deſign of the 
Promiſe, and the nature of the Thing. 
Which of the Embaſſadors of earthly 
Potentates ever received ſo ample a commil- 
fion ? the Perſon commiſſioning was Om- 
_ nipotent, The Commiſſion was univerſal 
in 
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1n reſpe& of Perſons, time and place; *twas 
directed to all the Nations, and to continue 
throughout all the Ages ofthe World, and 
tor the Execution of it they were empowr'd 
trom Above; whereſoever they came, they 
conſtituted a Spiritual Government, and 
they had full power to Ena& ſuch Laws 
as they thonght tended to the Advyance- 
ment of their Mailers Kingdom; and they 
did with Authority, and not by way of 
Counſel only, as ſome would have, deter- 
mine ſuch Controverſies as aroſe, It ſeemed 
good to the Holy Ghoſt, and to Us. 

All along their Spiritual progreſs, it 
any City retus'd to receive I hem, or their 
DoF#ring, they ſhook off the Duſt of their 
Feet againſt it, as a dire Preſage of ſome 
enſuing Judgment, asthe next words mani- 
feſtly declare; Yerily T ſay unto you, 1t ſhall 
be more tollerable for Sodom and Gomorrah 
in the day of Fudgement, than for that City. 
'Wretched City ! how has thy Diſobedi- 
ence aſcertain'd,and aggrandiz'd thy Ruine, 


The 
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The Lewd Inhabitants of Sodom and Go- 
morrab ſhall find more Favour in the day of 
Judgement, than thy Citizens, Moſt true 
it is, their Power was purely Spiritual : 
Chriſt, the Prince of Peace, did not Com- 
miſſion Generals to deſtroy, but ſent forth 
Apoſtles to Convert the Nations, by de- 
claring His Laws, & denouncing His Judg- 
ments. But then they had no coercive power 
of the Sword, which God hath given to- 
Magiſtrates, to infli& the Judgments which 

they denounc'd. But as they, becauſe living 
under Heathen Powers, left the Event of 
their. Spiritual Cenſures ſolely to Divine 
Vengeance, | which they who eſcap'd in this 
world, were ſure to meet with in the next |]; 

ſo is it ſtill, unleſs Kings are graciouſly plea- 

{ed to ſhew themſelves Nurſing Fathers to 

the Church, to enforce Spiritual Cenfures, 

by Corporal Penalties, and adjudge thoſe 

Lnworthy the ProteQion of the Laws of 
the Realm, who are juſtly depriv'd of the 
Benefits of che Church. Ey all which, it ap- 


pears, 
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pears, that the Church is ſomething elle, 
than a (, briſt1an Common-wealth, ſince there 
was a Church before the Common-wealth 


became Chriſtian; and neither the Levia- 


than, nor any of his Diſciples, hath yet been 
able to ſhew, how, or when the Church for- 
feited Her antecedent Right : And that 
though the Governours thereof may chal- 
lenge to themſelves a Power diſtin&, yet no 
wayes Oppoſite to the Civil; The Shield 
of Faith, doth not Claſh with the Sword 
of Fuſtice. And maugre the deſignes of 
thoſe, who have Evil will at Son, this is 
nor to ere& Imperinm in imperio, much leſs 
to ſet the Mitre above the Crown : Since 
whatſoever Power, is here challeng'd as of 
Divine Right, is purely Spiritual, exercis'd 
co Spiritual ends and purpoſes; fo far from 
interfering with che Civil, trom Abſolving 


men from that Obedience, which is indiſ- 


penſably due thereunto; that whereſoever it 
takes place, it abates nothing of that natural 
Right which the Magiſtrate had in the Af- 
| E 2 fairs 
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fairs of Religion: Yet herein it will ap- 
pear, that the Wiſdom of the deſpiſed King 
of the Fews, did far ſurmount all the Policies 
of the world; in that he hath-lo.interwoven 
the concerns of His Church, with the inte- 
reſt ofthe State, that at the ſame time any. 
man ſhall dare to become an Enemy to his 
Kingdom, he muſt ceaſe to be a Friend to 
Geſars. 
IL. The reaſonableneſs of this Submil: 
ſion, will appear from thoſe promiſes of Aſ- 
ſiſtance, which Chriſt hath.made to them, 
but not to others without them; much lefs 
to others againſt them : And thoſe are [/«- 
mination, Direfjon and Power. Illuminat'- 
on, in things Obſcure; Dire&ion, in things 
Difficule; Power, to Encounter, and over: 
come all Oppoſition. . 
And this may be one Reaſon, why Chriſt 
did not Arm his Diſciples with a Temporal 
Sword; for,certainly-He, who had all Power 
given Him in Heaven, and on Earth, might 
have done it if He had pleas'd, becauſe He 
= turniſh'd 
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nift'd them with ſuch Extraordinary Virtues, 
as did abundantly ſupply the Defe&of thar. 
Thus they who could Raile the Dead fronr 
theQrave,needed noother Argument to gain 
the Living.. They who:could convince the 
Conlciences, captivate thz Underſtandings, 


| beatdown the Imaginations,and conquer the 


AfﬀeRions of their Adverſaries, needed no 
Sword, nor Spear, nor any of the Eloody 
Engines of War, to make themſelves Ma- 
ſters of the Field. 
Now the ſame Spirit, though not in the 
ſame/Meaſure, doth {till reſide in the Gover-: 
nors of the Church: . though they do not 


"equalize the Apoſtles in Working of Mira-: 


cles,diverſities of Languages,exrent of Juril- 
dition; thouglrthey have not, as they had, 
the whole Worid tor their Diocels ; yet are 
they ſtill Biſhops of Souls ; Paſtors,and DoFors 


for the Conſummation of the Saints, for the E-' 


difymg of the Body of Chriſt, till we all come in- 
the Unity of the Faith, unto a perfef# man in- 


Chriſt Feſmss. Either then.let Private Fo 1 
| | ſub- - 
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ſubmit to their Spiritual Governours; exer- 
ciſing their Commiſſion according to Gods 
W ord; or elſe let them warrant their Diſ- 
ſent withgreatey, at leaſt equal Arteſtations 
of the Divine Favour; and then there will 
be no great fear, of any danger ariſing from 
Difſenting Brethren. 

IT. The reaſonableneſs of this Submiſſion 
will appear, from their ſtudy and learning in 
Divine Matters, and from the far leſs know- 
ledge,and ordinary capacity in others. The 
Apoſtles, they had their Knowledge of Di- 
vinethings, either from a conſtant and fami- 
liar converſe with their Maſter, or elſe from 
that plentifut effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which He vouchſav'd them, immediately. 
upon His Reſtauration to His Heavenly 
Kingdom. | | 

That which was: thus Wonderfully be- 
| Nowed upon them, their Succeſſors. are 
forc'd to acquire, by. hard Study, great In- 
diiitry, frequent and fervent Addreſs tothe 
Fonntain of Wiſdom. For, not only the 


Know- 
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Knowledge of Languages, a calmneſs of Mind, 
neither ruffled with the ſtorms of Paſſion, 
nor diſtracted with the Cares of the W orld: 
but likewiſe a peircing Tudgment, to diſtin- 
guiſh between the Literal and Figurative 
ſenſe, to weigh the ſcope and coherence of 
things, to compare one place with another, 
to Illuſtrate obſcure Texts, by thoſe which 
are more plain, to conſult, and find out the 
ſenſe of Antiquity, is required to a right 
underſtanding of the Scriptures : For, they 
do not only contain things of themſelves 
hard to be underſtood ; but moreover, thoſe 
very things are rendred more difficult, by the 
Malice of Satan, &the Cunning of his Agents. 


T he Enemy hath ſown ſuch a prodigious +: 


quantity of T ares, that 'tis very hard fome-- 
times to find out the Wheat : W bat wonder 
then, if ſuch a ſpawn of Monſtrous Opini- 
ons flow from the. Scriptures falling either 
into Prophane hands, or being interpreted 


by a private, felt conceited, and unruly Spi- : 


rit? .If St. Paul, who was caught up into 
ot | the-- 
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"the third Heavens, and was even oppreſs'd 
with Revelations; nevertheleſs cryes out, as 
well for the Drficulty, as the Dignity of his 
Fun#ton, W ho is ſufficient tor theſe things? 
Then certainly it can be no Diſparagement 
to the Laity, however quick-{ighted they 
maybe in other Affairs, to ſuppoſe-them not 
ſuch competent Judges here, as thoſe of the 
Clergy are. And.indeed, we hear of-yery 
: few, though never ſuch Deſpilers of the dull 
Clergy in their life-time, but are very wil- 
ling to admit of their adviſe and aſſiſtance 
when they come to Dye. 

IV. Fourthly and laſtly, the neceſſity 
of this Submiſſion appears, as 'tis the.only 
means to reſtore Peace and Unity to the 
Church; Happineſs and Tranquility.to the 
State, how ineffeQual the ſeveral Projecs 
.of Comprehenſzon, T oleration, unwarrantable 
Complyance have prov'd:to effe& the Work of 
-Coalition : I mean to Compoſe thoſe Diffe- 
rences, and unite thole Diviſzons which ſo 
:turiouſly Rage among us ; we either are, or 


"tis 


a 
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tis to: be fear'd, by ſad Experience, may be 


Taught, 


heſe Projefs can only lay claim to 
an Imaginary Happineſs, and how-ever 


Plaufible they may ſeem in the Notion, yet 
may they prove Dangerous in the Praiſe, 
at leaſt, not attain the ends for which they 
were deſign'd. For, in truth, as well may 
we expett I o gather Gyapes from T borns, or 


Figs from T biftles , as that a T oleration of 


Difagreements , ſhould produce the Blet 
ſed Fruits of Peace and Concord. Theſe 
are Contraries, and deſtroy each other. 
Now, what other Expedient have weleit 
but the Reſtoring, and Aſſerting the Deſ- 
cipline of the Church: That fo they, who 
will neither Hold the Faith, nor keep a good 
( onſcience, by being deliverd up to Satan, 
may Learn, at lea, not to Blaſpbeme. Ma- 
ny and grievous are the Guilts, which are 
charg'd upon the Church of Rome ; yet, 
ſuch is the ExaFneſs of Her Diſciphne, and 
the Obedience of Hey Sons ——— 
.ON- 
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Conſequent upon ir, as hath hitherto pre- 
ſerv'd Her from Ruine. Now, if our Fears 
of the Increaſeof Popery, be as real, as they 
are pretended, me-thinks it ſhould be no 
ill Policy to learn Wiſdom from our Ad- 
verſaries; forthat which preſerves a Corrup- 
ted Church from Falling, in all likely-hood 
will make a Pzwre One to Flouriſh, = 
However, We are little the better. for 
being deliver'd from the Slaveries of an Im- 
plicit Faith, and Foreign Swperii;tion, if 
we run into Licencionſneſs, Infidelity, and 
Irreljgion at Home. For, whois ſo Blind 
as not to ſee that Irreverence and- Diſre- 
ſpe&. for. the Lord's Clergy, hath been ac- 
companyed with a-Vianitelt Decay of Piety, 
and aNotorious Contempt of the moſt E{- 
ſential Parts of Religion? That:-want of 
Submiſſon, to the Juſt and Pious Dexer- 
minations of the Church, no lets Juſtly and 
Piouſly ratifyed and eſtabliſhed by the King 
and State, hath given Birth to fuch a Mon- 
ſtrous. Variety of Opinions, as hath ſcarce 
left. 
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left any Fundamental of the Faith urtque- 
ſtion'd, if nor denyed ; Atheiſm creeping 
in by Inſenſible Degrees, from indulging 
too great a Latitnde in Matters of Rek- 
gION- 

Andnow in the Cloſe of All, Letevery 
Man ſeriouſly conſider with himlelf the 
H ainouſneſs and Danger of Schiſm; and 
the Bleſſed Efe&s of Obedience. 

The Danger of Schifm, in that it breaks 
the Precious Unity of the Church, alienates 
the AﬀeRions of the Members thereot. 
Who, as they have but one Faith, ſo they 
ſhould have but one Soul, And ſoinſtead 
of Love, Foy, Peace, Long-SHffering, For- 
bearance, Meekneſs, Temperance, thote love- 
ly Fruits of the Spirit, which adorn Pri- 
vat Men, and ſecure the Publick Peace, 
T here ariſe Hatred, Variance, Emulation, 
Wrath, Strife, Evil Surmifeng, Sedition, He- 
refies, Murders; thoſe'ugly Works of the 
Fleſh, which diſſolve the Bonds of Society, 
and exclude Men from the: Kingdom of 
FÞ © God. 
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God. How that the Schiſmatich is arreſted 
with Fears and Jealoufies from without, 
when he conſiders his Sin of Diſobedience 

ainſt-thoſe whom the Lord hath ſet over 
him, and the Dreadfalneſs of the Churches 
Cenſures, when juſtly incur'd, for his Diſ- 
ob-dience. How thathe is tormented with 
Sad and- Uncomfortable R efletions from 
within ; being Unſtable #n all bxx Ways, ever 
Learning , but never coming to the Know- 
ledge of the Truth.; but being abandon'd 
to the Deluſrons of a Private Spirit, He is 
miſerably toft'd to and frowith every Wind 
of DoFrine, till at length He makes an E- 
ternal Shipwrack of the Faith. 

- On the contrary, the Bleſſed Effects of 
Obedience ; how the Humble Chriſtian, by 
an happy Reſignation -of his Judgment, 
there where. our -Lord ſeems to'demand it, 
enjoys - a perpetual Peace, - and Freedom 
from. Diſpute , together with all his Fel- 
low- Members: of the ſame Myitical Body. 
As: for thoſe great. Myſteries of Godlineſr,, 


which. 
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which concern his Salvation, though they 
are above his Reaſon, yet nor above his 
Faith;& he hadrather Rely on theChurches 
Decifions of them, when he finds no place 
of Scripture, plainly contrary to ſuch De- 
cifions, than either give - way to his own 
Curiofety, or heed to the Diſputers of- this 
World, left He ſhould thereby wreft them 
to bi-own Deiiruftion. And this He thinks 
hemay do with leſs Trouble to himlelt, and 
greater Aſſurance of the T ruth, and ſo He 
continues Sound in the Faith, without be- 
ing skilF'd in thoſe unhappy Controverſies, 
in which the Diſputers of this World have 
involv'd it. 

And this Harmony of Faith and Do- 
Grine 1s always accompanied with an entire 
League, and []nion of Charity, | that com- 
mon Badge by which Chriſtians were once 
diſtinguiſh'd from the reſt of the World |] 
and a Bleſſed Uniformity of God's Publick 
Worſhip and Service, whereby the Mem- 
bers of the Church Mzlitant , in ſome _ 

"H 
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Reſemble the Saints of the Church T rium- 
dbant. 

In a Word, in this Obedience, the 
Humble Chriſtian goes on Securely , | 
and Chearfully, in the Ways of God's Com- , * 
mandments; And inſtead of troubling His } 
Head with the 1m of Religion, praftiſeth 
thoſe Plain, but moſt Important Duties of 
Godlineſs, Righteouſneſs, & Sobriety; which 
- willrender his.Lite happy here, and Crown 


him with Eternal Felicity, hereafter. | 
FINIS. : x: 
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Th4ige 13. line 2. for Zypothecal read Hypothetical. I, to. f. u5r, 
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